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SuitntranY

Monr:rr, P. D. 1979.. Twentieth ringing. re^port for south€rn Africa. Ostrich 50:83-87. A
repoii oir ringing activities for southern Afiica from July 19.76.to Jtne 1977 is presented.
A'total of Zl -OSf Uiras of 363 species was ringed. The figures indicate that the general decline.
in ringing activities since a peali in 1972!73 is continuing. , 
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,IxrnooucrroN,_.i
This report covels the activitics ofbird.riagors operating under'the aegis of the Ssuth African

Bird Ringing Unit (SAFRING) during the period from July 1976 to June 1977 in which 23 058

birds of 363 species were ringed. This is tho lowest total since 19631t/" and is part of the continuing
genoral decline since 1972173 when approximately 75 000 birds were ringed (Fig. l). The trend is

in accord with the policy of the. ljnit to stimulate more scientifically productivo ringing. However,
there'ftas not beefl a comparable decline in the number of species ringed although for the first time
since 1,969/70 it has fallen below 400. The hieilrest number of species ringed in a year was 475 in
rg74l7s (Fie. l).
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The season grand totals of birds and
species ringed since tho establishment
of the South African Bird Ringiqg

Unit in 1971

DrsrmsurloN or RrNctuc Aorvrrr
Ringing was undertaken in all the provinces of South Africa as well as in South West Africa,

Rhodesia and Mala*i. As was the case in1975176 (Vernon 1977) the majority of birds were ringed
in the Transvaal, the Cape Province and Rhodesia. Fifty-one ofthe 63 active ringers operated in
these three areas and accounted for 75\ of the birds ringed (Table 1). The Rhodesian Ornitholo-
gical Society, the Barberspan Ornithological Research Station and the Percy FitzPatrick Institute
of African Ornithology each ringed over 2 000 birds and between them accounted for 50lo of the
birds ringed (Table 2). The Cape Provincial Administration, the South West Africa Administration
and the Percy FitzPatrick Institute all ringed more birds in 1976177 than in 1975176. The most
activoindividual rirlgers were A. J. Manson(3 &10 birds ringed), J. Cooper (l 997),A. Craig (l X82')

and A. J. Tree (1 490). Ten other individuals or organizations ringed more than 300 birds in
t976t77. 
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Species
ringed

Osrnrcn 50

Percentage
of total no.
birds ringed

24,,5

9,3
0,7

26,5
8,7

71,6
2,6
3,1

100,0

Percentage
of total

birds ringed

26,5

7,5
1,1

TaBu. l
RrcroNlr, DrsrRrBUTroN or Brno RrNcnqc Acrrvrrv DURTNG lurv 1976 - JuNr 1977

Locality

Cape Province
Natal
Orange'Free State
Rhodesia
South West Africa
Transvaal
Malawi
Sub-Antarctic Islands

Totals

Organization

Cape Province
Cape Bird Club
Cape Divisional Council, Rondevlei
Cape Provincial Administration
Percy FitzPatrick Institute
Eastern Cape Bird Club

Natal
Natal Bird CIub

Orange Free State
Orange Free State Administration

Rhodesia
Rhodesian Ornithological Society

South West Africa
South West Africa Administration
South West Africa Scientific Society

Transvaal
Transvaal Provincial Administration
N, Transvaal Ornithological Society
Witwatersrand Bird Club

Malaiti

Sub-Aniarctic Islands

t7
6
2

13
7

2t
I
2

63

RrNcrNc Acnvrry o" O*oo*I1ili.1r*^o Jutv 1976- JuNs 1977
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8
32
'6

l7

187

2t
78

35
97

115

85
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Birds
ringed

r'354
938
839

2 384
145

2 145

6 tt7

I 737
2fi

3 203
974

I 500

598

714

5,9
4,1
3,6

10,3
0,6

9,3

0,7

13,9
A)

5 660
2 145

150
6 117
I 997
5 677

598
714

118
62
t7

187
98

163
85
t4

363

23 058
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Species

Jackass Penguin Spheniscus demersw
Wandering Albatross D ionui dea e xulaw
Cape Shovdller Anas smithii'
Yellowbilled Dlck Aaas undulata
Redbilled T9al Anb erythroyhyncha
Redeyod Pochard Ne tta erythrop hthalma
Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres
Redknobbed Coot Fulica qistata
Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
Little Stint Calidris minuta
Sanderling Calidris alba
Swift Tern Sterna bergii
Lar€fiing Dove Strep topelia senegalensis
Cape White-eye Zosterops pallidus
Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus
Redbilled Quelea Ouelea quelea
Re Bishop Ettplectes orix
Redcollared Widow Euplectes ardens

Mtroulderea Widow Euplectes axillaris

A : Did not feature on same list for 1975176.

B : Does not feature amongst the top 20 species'ringed.

Brnps RrcoYsaEP
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Tnu rwrNrv Mosr TREQLIENTLY nrNcsb sPEcIEs DURINc Jvuv 1976 - JuNe 1977
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Brxos RrNcrP

The20mostfiequentlyringedbirds'l-.lyt6t77 accounted for 68/o of therings used. Five species

did not feature on a similar list for 1975/76(vernon 1977) while eight species on the 1976/77 list
do not appear amongst the 20 most frequently ringed species (Table 3). The waders, EIs a group'

have,attracted the attention of amateur ringersi in view of the relative ease with which large num-
bers of these,Palaearctic migrantp can be caught and ringed. Furthermore the absence of these

migrants during the austral wintei gives respite from riqging aud a]lows time for t-he analysis of
r"*ltr. The strong amateur interest in (aptors isrnot reflected by the numbers ringed. Approximately
251 of all arnatJur projects abaUng with a single species or a limited number of species concern
raptors.

Notes
(see footnote)

AB
,B

A
B

AB

481 recoveries were proc€ssed during the period from July l976to June 1977. 84 foreign'ringed
birds, constituting 17 /"of the total, were recovered in this period. The 20 most frequently recovered

species represent 7O/, of all recoveries in 1976177 (Table 4).
The number of birds rscovered io 1976177 is markedly lower than the figures for pr.'vious

years (Fig. 2).

; ft e decline in the qumbers of birds recovered is greater than that expected from the deglile
ih ringing activities in recent years. The number of birds ringed in 1976177 declined by 36% in
comparison with1975[6 whilerecoreries of locally-ringed birds declined \V 6!.%9ye_r the.same
perioa (fable 5). Recoveries of foreign-ringed birds also showed a decline (387.) which indicated
that the overall rate of reporting of recoveries has also declined.
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Jackass Peniuin Sp,heniscus demersus
Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
White Stork Ciconia ciconia
Sacred lbis Threskiornis aethiopicus
YellowbilledDuck Anas indulata , ,. ..

Redbilled T al Anas. er ythrorhyncha..
Cape Vulture Gyps coprotfueres
Redknobbed Coot Fulica cristata
Silver Gull Larus noyaehotiandiae
Comrnsn iFern. Sterna hirxndo
Arctic Tern Steina paradisaea
Sandwich Tem Sterna sandyicensis
Swift Tern Sterna bergii
Laughing Dove S trep topelia senegalensis.
European Swallow Hiritndo rwtica

. Spottedbacked iVeaver Ploceus cucullatui.
Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis
Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus
Red Bishbp Eup,lectes orix t.

Maxam:.2(hn RrNcn.Ic Rrronr

37
20
l2

3
5
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11
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11
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6
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T,c,srE 4

Tne rwENTy Mosr FREer;ENrLy REcovERED spEcrEs DuRTNG Jut-v 1976- JuNe 1977

Species
No.

locally-ringed
' recoverieS

Frcunr 2
The season totals ofbirds recovered
since the establishment of the South
African Bird Ringing Unit in 1971 .

DrscussloN

It is hoped that the decline in ringing activity will not continue and that stability will be at-
tained at, or near, the current level. The Unit's policy of encouraging project-orientated ringing
is beginning to bear fruit; new ringers iend to view bird ringing as a tool to assist in solving pro-
blems rather than an end in itself. The marked decline in the number of recoveries reported is dis-
turbing. Methods by which the raie of recovery of ringed birds can be increased are being investi-
gated by the Unit.
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I 391
481
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TISLE 5

CoupmrsoN oF RTNGTNG AND REcovERY rorAls ron 1975/76 lrxo 1976177

Total
number

recoveries

t97s176
1976177

AcrNowreocurNrs
The National Zoological Gardens, Pretoria, are thanked for their efficient service in receiving and

tbrwarding recovery reports to the Unit.
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